
4 Beaver Branch Road, Bo::r 364 
Pa.Furnace.PA 1686) 
November 18, 1985 

Mr. Dan Brauning 
Academy of Natural Science 
19th and Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

Dear Dan: 

I appreciated the chance to talk with you this morning about the Northern 
Fulmar that my wife and I observed on Saturday, November 16, 1985. prior 
to the Penn State/Notre Dame football game. 

Both my wife and I recognized the bird as a Northern Fu!mar; realizing that 
this wou!d be an extremely rare bird in Pennsylvania. we were very 
cautious as to how we handled the sighting. We tried to avoid discussing the 
sighting during the game, and as soon as we arrived home after the game, 
we jotted down our observations independently. Copies of these notes, as 
well as a drawing, are enclosed. Neither of us consulted a field guide before 
writing notes or before I made the drawing; as a matter of fact, we still have 
not consulted any field guide. It is unfortunate that we were not able to get 
photographs of the bird, but we have not ruled out the possibility that game 
films exist that might have a shot of the bird. We are continuing to 
investigate this possibility and will let you know what we find out. 

We have discussed this sighting ~·ith a meteorologist who is a member of our 
bird club, who indicated that there were easterly winds for the previous 18-
2 4 hours. with freezing rain and snow in northern New Jersey /southern New 
York and extending throughout the northeastern quarter of Pennsylvania. 
Measurable snow fell in the New Jersey and New York areas. We feel that 
these weather conditions, combined with the ridge and valley topography in 
our area, might explain the occurrence of such a rarity in central 
Pennsylvania. 

As I indicated on my field notes, we have a good deal of eYperience with 
fulmars. having seen num~rous birds on pelagic trips off both the east and 
west coasts. 



CJ/7-0J-/7oS 

Mr. Dan Brauning 

November 18, 1985 

We realize that this is an extremely unusual sighting for Pennsylvania and 
aie aware that confirmation of the sighting without a photograph is unlikely. 
We are I 00 percent certain of our sighting, however. and because of this we 
feel that it is important that information such as this be made available for 
others to review. We very much appreciate the offer by you and the DVOC 
to review the sighting. 

Sincerely, 

~~D. (=>~~~ 
0 
John D. Peplinski 
(814-865-1847 - office 
814-238-6541 - home) 
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Record No.: 017-01-1985 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round#/ of / 

Species: Northern Fulmar 

Date of Sighting: Nov. 16, 1985 

Observer(s): John & Becky Peplinski 

Date of Submission: 1990 Ce111-t ve 
Submitted by: John & Becky Peplinski 

Member Class I Class II Class m Class IV Class V 

A B C 

E. Kwater X 
B.Haas X 
F. Haas X: 
R. Leberman >< 
G. McWilliams X 
S. Santner X 
P. Schwalbe X 
TOTALS Lf 3 
DECISION >< 
Comments: 

Signature (Secretary)~ ~ Date: /1-/6- /0 




